
TO:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Robert A. Lata, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: Request To Remove Two Oak Trees – Tentative Tract 2654 
 
DATE: August 16, 2005 
 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider a request to remove two valley oak trees, 52-

inches (tree #41) and 42  inches (tree #42) in diameter to accommodate 
improvements to South River Road.  
 

Facts:             1. Cameron Financial has submitted an application for a Planned 
Development and Tentative Tract Map to develop a 2.8-acre parcel with 24 
multi-family units.  

 
2. The oak trees proposed for removal are within the existing right-of-way of 

South River Road and conflict with the City’s plans for widening South 
River Road in accordance with Arterial Standard A-1.   

 
3. An Arborist Report submitted by Althouse and Meade Inc., rated the 

condition of each tree from A to D: A = excellent health and good form; B 
= good condition, but not excellent form; C = fair condition, not good 
form; D = poor condition, not good form. The Arborist Report states that 
both trees have been assigned a health rating of “D”.  

 
Analysis 
And Conclusion: The oak trees proposed for removal are in conflict with the ultimate 

development of South River Road in accordance with City Arterial 
Street Standard A-1.  Based on the Arborist Report indicating that the 
trees are not in good health, and their location with respect to future 
planned road improvements, it would appear prudent to allow the 
removal of these trees. 

 
 The developer of the property will be required to mitigate the impact of 

removal of these trees by planting trees of a total equivalent diameter of 
24 inches (12 two-inch trees for example). 

 
Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 10.01 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None. 

 
 



Options: a..  Adopt Resolution No. 05-xx approving the request to remove two valley 
oak trees in the South River Road right-of-way predicated on the facts 
that the trees are in direct conflict with planned improvements to South 
River Road and that both trees are not in good health; and requiring the 
developer of the adjacent property to mitigate the loss of the trees by 
planting a replacement ratio of trees equivalent to 24-inches in diameter 
(12 two-inch trees, for example) to be planted in locations that are 
appropriate for the species of tree as determined by a horticulture 
professional.  

  
b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 

 
Attachments:  

1. Vicinity Map  
2. Location of Trees 
3. Arborist Report 
4. Photo of Trees within right of way 
5. Resolution      
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RESOLUTION NO. 05- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES  
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF TWO OAK TREES ADJACENT TO  

TRACT 2654 (CAMERON FINANCIAL) 
  
 
WHEREAS, the City has received an application submitted by Cameron Financial to develop a 2.8 acre 
parcel on South River Road which will result in the removal of two (2) valley oak trees (52 inches and  
42 inches in diameter) located within the right of way of South River Road; and 
 
WHEREAS, the removal of the trees is in conjunction with Tentative Tract 2654, an application to 
develop the property into twenty (24) multi-family units; and 
 
WHEREAS, the trees are located within the right of way and will need to be removed in order to 
accommodate the required improvements to South River Road; and 
 
WHEREAS, Althouse and Meade have prepared an Arborist Report, dated January 2005, which 
recommends removal of the trees based on their health and the planned road improvements.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does 
hereby: 
 

1. Authorize the removal of two (2) valley oak trees, 52-inch and 42-inch in diameter, within the 
right of way of South River Road, adjacent to Tentative Tract 2654; 

 
2. Require the applicant to plant replacement trees of a total equivalent diameter of 24 inches. The 

replacement trees shall be planted in a location that is appropriate for the species of tree as 
determined by a horticulture professional. 

 
3. No trees will be removed prior to approval of plans for improvements to South River Road. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 16th day of August 
2005 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

____________________________________ 
 Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 


